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THE NEXT CONVENTION 

The next annual convention of the Society will be held at 
Columbus, Ohio, in connection with the winter meeting of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science. The exact 
time of the meeting and of the banquet will be given in the next 
number of the Quarterly. 

At the last annual meeting, after the Constitution had been 
amended, several new amendments were proposed and will come up 
for discussion and action at the coming meeting. The proposed 
amendments are as follows : 

The Union Chapter moved that Article VII be amended by the 
insertion of the following words as Section 2, and that the present 
Section 2 and Section 3 become Section 3 and Section 4 : "Section 
2. At the annual convention of the Society preceding the one at 
which officers are to be elected, a Nominating Committee of five 
members shall be elected by a preliminary and final ballot of the 
chapters present. The Nominating Committee shall report to the 
Executive Committee, not later than ninety days preceding the date 
of the coming Convention, its proposed list of officers for the ensu- 
ing year, and the Executive Committee shall send such list of 
officers to the several chapters not less than sixty days preceding the 
date of the coming Convention". 

The Kansas Chapter moved that Article VIII, Section 3 be 
amended by the addition of the words : "provided said delegates 
represent not less than one-half of the active chapters". 

The Union Chapter moved that Article X, Section i be amended 
by the addition of the words : "or shall have been submitted by any 
chapter to the several chapters through the Executive Committee 
not less than ninety days prior to the date of the next coming Con- 
vention". 
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According to the Constitution these amendments do not need to 
be acted upon by the Executive Committee but will come directly 
before the Convention. 

Upon motion of the Yale Chapter it was voted "that the Ex- 
ecutive Committee be asked to consider for report to the Convention 
in December, 1915, plans making for a greater elasticity in member- 
ship whereby each chapter may more effectively exert its influence 
upon the body of undergraduate students". The discussion of this 
question showed that its meaning was to suggest that each chapter 
be allowed to decide whether it will elect associate members from 
the undergraduates or not, and also whether any other steps should 
be taken to exert a greater influence upon the students. While 
this matter has not yet been fully considered by the Executive Com- 
mittee, definite suggestions will be presented at the next Convention. 
From the fact that at the last Convention thirteen chapters voted for 
an associate membership in all the chapters, it is evident there is a 
strong feeling among the membership that something should be done 
to interest the students while they are in college, and to reach a 
larger number than can be reached under the Constitution as now 
worded. If it does not seem wise to make this obligatory upon all 
the chapters, it will probably be best to suggest plans whereby each 
chapter may decide for itself in regard to an associate member- 
ship, or upon such other steps as may accomplish the desired result. 
It ought also to be said that the representatives of the eight chapters 
v/ho voted against the proposal for associate membership were also 
very earnest in advocating some steps whereby undergraduates would 
feel the influence of the Sigma Xi. With such a strong feeling 
then that something ought to be done, it would seem as though the 
coming Convention should take some steps to bring about this 
result which seems to be the unanimous wish of the Society. 

Upon motion of the Kansas Chapter it was voted "that the 
Executive Committee be asked to consider for report to the next 
Convention a change in the number of undergraduates that may be 
elected to membership". The purpose of the motion is to accomplish 
much the same thing that was in the minds of the members of the 
Yale Chapter who proposed the preceding motion, and this will be 
considered by the Executive Committee in connection with the for- 
mer matter. 
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The whole qtiestion of directing the attention of the under- 
graduates to the Sigma Xi is an important one, and it is still more 
important that something should be done while students are in col- 
lege to turn their attention toward the opportunities and the rewards 
of scientific research. It would seem that this subject might ad- 
vantageously be discussed at the coming Convention. 

According to the amended Constitution all proposals for new- 
chapters must come before the Convention. The Executive Com- 
mittee will probably bring up the broad question of enlarging the 
membership. There are many institutions where members of the 
faculty are doing excellent scientific work that do not have chapters 
of the Sigma Xi. It seems very desirable to some of the officers 
that an effort should be made to introduce chapters into these in- 
stitutions provided there is a desire for them on the part of those 
who are doing research work. In this list of institutions will be in- 
cluded the universities where very many branches of science are 
represented and where large chapters could immediately be formed. 
It is also worthy of the consideration of the Convention whether it 
would be well to establish chapters in colleges where there are a 
number of earnest, scientific men devoting their leisure time to 
research work, but where it would be impossible to establish very 
large chapters. Do we wish to gather all scientific men who are 
doing valuable original work into our organization, or is it desira- 
ble to limit our chapters to those institutions where the membership 
may be very large ? The above are some of the questions which will 
come before the Convention, and which it would seem ought to make 
the meeting of unusual interest. 

C. S. H. 



